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Noun strings: a few examples 
of how they are formed



employee compensation level evaluation 
procedures

procedures for evaluating the level of 
compensation of employees

Noun strings (1-1)

a building radon source location method

a method for locating the source of radon in 
buildings

noun strings



Noun strings (1-2)

procedures for evaluating the level of 

compensation of employees

employee compensation level evaluation 

procedures

1 2 3

4 5

1 2 3 4

5



a building radon source location method

Noun strings (1-3)

a method for locating the source of radon in 

buildings

2 3 4 5

6

2 3 4 5 6

1

1



Noun strings (1-4)

a program for the improvement of relations 
among employees in hospitals

a hospital employee relations improvement 
program

the project for the development of the module 
that will provide living quarters for the astronauts 
aboard the International Space Station

the International Space Station astronaut living-
quarters module development project



a program for the improvement of relations 

among employees in hospitals

a hospital employee relations improvement 

program

Noun strings (1-5)
2 3 4

5 6

2 3 4 5

6

1

1

Note: "employee relations" is always used in the plural



the project for the development of the module 

that will provide living quarters for the astronauts 

aboard the International Space Station

the International Space Station astronaut living-

quarters module development project

Noun strings (1-6)
2 3 4

5 6

2 3 4

5 6

1

1

7

7

To be kept as is: "living quarters" (always plural) and "International Space Station" (proper noun)



Noun strings: a few exercises



Noun strings (2-1)

optimisation de l'utilisation des terres

... (long form)

> ... (short form = "noun string")

politique de préservation de la faune et de la flore

... (long form)

> ... (short form = "noun string")

réduction des déchets chimiques des laboratoires

... (long form)

> ... (short form = "noun string")



Noun strings (2-2)

optimisation de l'utilisation des terres

optimization of the use of land

> land-use optimization

politique de préservation de la faune et de la flore

policy for the preservation of wildlife

> wildlife preservation policy

réduction des déchets chimiques des laboratoires

reduction of the chemical waste of laboratories

> laboratory chemical waste reduction



Noun strings (3-1)

évaluation de la performance des terres

partage équitable des ressources

planification de l'utilisation des terres



Noun strings (3-2)

évaluation de la performance des terres
assessment of the performance of land
> land performance assessment

partage équitable des ressources
fair sharing of resources
> fair resource sharing

planification de l'utilisation des terres
planning of the use of land
> land use planning



Noun strings (4-1)

politique de protection de l'environnement

réduction de la déperdition de la biodiversité

accélération de la diminution du taux de croissance



Noun strings (4-2)

politique de protection de l'environnement
policy for the protection of the environment
> environment protection policy

réduction de la déperdition de la biodiversité
reduction of the loss of biodiversity
> biodiversity loss reduction

accélération de la diminution du taux de croissance
acceleration of the decrease of the rate of growth
> growth rate decrease acceleration



Noun strings (5-1)

mise en œuvre de la politique environnementale

conception de systèmes de mesure de la pollution 
de l'air



Noun strings (5-2)

conception de systèmes de mesure de la pollution 
de l'air
design of systems for measuring the pollution of 
(the) air
> air pollution measurement system design

mise en œuvre de la politique environnementale
implementation of the environmental policy
> environmental policy implementation



Noun strings (6-1)

gestion de projets de traitement des déchets

supervision de l'exécution de projets de 
construction



Noun strings (6-2)

gestion de projets de traitement des déchets
management of projects for the processing of 
waste(s)
> waste processing project management

supervision de l'exécution de projets de 
construction
supervision of the execution of construction 
projects
> construction project execution supervision



Noun strings (7-1)

amélioration de la récupération de l'énergie

traitement efficace des eaux usagées

limitation de l'exposition aux risques



Noun strings (7-2)

amélioration de la récupération de l'énergie
improvement in the recovery of energy
> energy recovery improvement

traitement efficace des eaux usagées
efficient treatment of wastewater
> efficient wastewater treatment

limitation de l'exposition aux risques
limitation of (the) exposure to risk(s)
> risk exposure limitation



Noun strings (8-1)

mesure de l'émission de gaz à effet de serre

la stratégie d'une entreprise pour le 
développement durable



Noun strings (8-2)

mesure de l'émission de gaz à effet de serre
measurement of the emission(s) of greenhouse 
gas(es)
> greenhouse gas emission measurement

la stratégie d'une entreprise pour le 
développement durable
the strategy of a company for sustainable 
development
> a company's sustainable development strategy



Noun strings: conclusion



Noun strings (9)

Il est important de pouvoir lire, comprendre et 
former des chaînes compactes de mots en anglais.

It is important to be able to read, understand and 
form compact noun strings in English.

Il faut cependant éviter d'utiliser des chaînes de 
mots trop longues donc difficiles à déchiffrer, en 
particulier pour un auditoire international !

You should however avoid using noun strings that 
are too long, therefore difficult to decipher, in 
particular for an international audience!


